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2 Jacob Prasad, Foundations of the Christian Way of Life According to 1 Peter 1, 13-25:
An Exegetico-Theological Study (Rome: Editrice Pontificio Istituto Biblico, 2000), 36-46.
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J ason Lim, The Trials of the Elect Visiting Strangers and Resident Aliens in 1 Peter (Hong

Kong: Alliance Bible Seminary, 2005), 94.

3 H. G. Liddel and Robert Scott, eds, "Paroikos," in A Greek-English Lexicon (Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 1953), 1342; K. A. Schmidt, M. A. Schmidt, and R. Meyer, "paroikos," in
TDNT 5, 842. See Lim, The Trials of the Elect Visiting Strangers and Resident Aliens in 1 Peter,
94.
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6 John H. Elliott, A Home for the Homeless: A Sociological Exegesis of 1 Peter: Its
Situation and Strategy (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1981), 1.
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’ R. Steuernagel, "An Exiled Community as a Missionary: A Study Based on 1 Peter 2-9,
10," Evangelical Review of Theology (ERT) 10:1 (1986): 12.

8 James R. Slaughter, "The Importance of Literary Argument for Understanding 1 Peter,"
Bibliotheca Sacra (BibSac) 152 (1995): 76-77.

’ Scot Mcknight, I Peter: The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan
Publishing House, 1996), 50-51.

10 Jason Lim, The Trials of the Elect Visiting Strangers and Resident Aliens in 1 Peter,
8-16.
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! Howard Kee, Who Are the People of God? Early Christian Models of Community (New
Haven: Yale University Press, 1995), 128.

12 Victor Furnish, "Elect Sojourners in Christ: An Approach to the Theology of 1 Peter,"
Perkins School of Theology Journal 28 (1975): 10-11; J. R. Michaels, / Peter (Texas: Word
Books, 1988), 6.

13 Troy Martin, Metaphor and Composition in 1 Peter (Atlanta: Scholar Press, 1992), 190;
Bo Reicke, The Epistle of James, Peter, and Jude, ed. John N. Lenker (New York: Doubleday,
1964),93.

1 Wayne Meeks, The Origins of Christian Morality (New Haven: Yale University Press,
1993), 47-48.

15 Oscar Cullman, The New Testament: An Introduction for the General Reader
(Philadelphia: Westminister Press, 1967), 105; Ernest Best, I Peter, The New Century Bible
Commentary (London: Oliphint, 1971), 70; F. W. Beare, The First Epistle of Peter (1958), 49;
Moses Chin, "A Heavenly Home for the Homeless: Aliens and Strangers in 1 Peter," Tyndale
Bulletin 42 (1991), 96-112; Bruce Winter, " 'Seek the Welfare of the City': Social Ethics
according to 1 Peter," Themelios 13 (1988), 91; J. N.D. Kelly, A Commentary on the Epistles of
Peter and of Jude (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1977),41.

16 Peter Davids, The First Epistle of Peter, 46; Simon Kistemaker, New Testament
Commentary (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1977), 33; N. Brox Der ertse Petrusbrief (Zurich:
Benziger, 1986), 80.

17 Jaroslav Pelikan, ed., Luther's Works: The Catholic Epistle (Saint Louis: Concordia
Publishing House, 1967), 6.
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18 Marco Adinolfi, "Stato civile dei cristiani 'forestieri e pellegrini (1 Pt 2, 11)," Anton 42
(1967): 420-34.

" Reinhard Feldmeier, "The 'Nation' of Strangers: Social Contempt and Its Theological
Interpretation in Ancient Judaism and Early Christianity," in Ethnicity and the Bible, trans. David
E. Orton and Alan Moss, ed. Mark G. Brett (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1996), 242.

0 Lim, The Trials of the Christians as Elect Resident Aliens and Visiting Strangers in 1
Peter,2-8.
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2 Philip L. Tite, "Nurslings, Milk and Moral Development in the Greco-Roman Context:

A Reappraisal of the Paraenetic Utilization of Metaphor in 1 Peter 2.1-3," Journal of the Study of
the New Testament 31, No. 4 (2009): 371-400.

3 Jocelyn A. Williams, "A Case Study in Intertextuality: the Place of Isaiah in the 'Stone'
Sayings of 1 Peter 2," Reformed Theological Review 66, No. 1 (2007): 37-55.
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# Thomas R. Schreiner, /, 2 Peter, Jude, New American Commentary 37 (Nashville:
Broadman and Holman, 2003).

2 Craig Blomberg, "Review of Thomas Schreiner's 1, 2 Peter, Jude," The Denver Journal
7 (2004).
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% Prasad, Foundations of the Christian Way of Life According to 1 Peter 1, 13-25, 49.

27 . . . . . .
Origen, Eusebius, Jerome, Didymus, Epiphanius, Oecumenius, Theophylact, the
Scoliast in Matthai, Erasmus, Calvin, Beza, W. Est. Baronius, Salmasius, Grotius, Ik. Capellus,
Hammond, Bengel, Hensler, Bertholdt, Hug, De Wette, and Weiss.

2 . . . . .
8 Augustine, Procopius, Cassiodor, Osiander, Hallet, Brehme, Flacius, Calov, Wolf,
Carpzov, Pott, Haenlein, Eichhorn, Schott and Guerike,

» L. Goppelt, J. R. Michaels, Peter Davids and Wayne Grudem.

0 Lim, The Trials of the Elect Visiting Strangers and Resident Aliens in 1 Peter, 342.
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! Nijay Gupta, "A Spiritual House of Royal Priests, Chosen and Honored: the Presence
and Function of Cultic Imagery in 1 Peter," Perspectives in Religious Studies 36, No. 1 (2009):
61-76.

32 Lim, The Trials of the Elect Visiting Strangers and Resident Aliens in I Peter, 12-13.

33 A. T. Harnack, Die Chronologie 1, 457-460. Cited in Jacob Prasad, Foundations of the
Christian Way of Life According to 1 Peter 1, 13-25: An Exegetico-Theological Study, 48. See
also A. T. Harnack, The Mission and Expansion of Christianity in the First Three Centuries,
trans. and ed. James Moffatt (Gloucester: Peter Smith, 1972).
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Mercer University Press, 1986), 38-40.

43 J.R. Michaels, I Peter (Texas: Word Books, 1988), xxxix.
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ABSTRACT

This article attempts to study of the designations "visiting strangers" or
"resident aliens" in 1 Peter within the Greco-Roman context. First and foremost,
this article suggests that the author of 1 Peter has successfully transformed the
(traditional) negative connotations of "visiting strangers" or "resident aliens" into
positive designations with spiritual and theological implications when the recipients
are addressed as such. These phrases form the catalysts which contribute positively
towards 1 Peter's literary unity, structure and message. The understanding of the
people of God as the elect "visiting strangers" or "resident aliens" set them apart from
the sinful world, in which they need to endure the pain of suffering in various trials
due to their obedience to God to conduct a holy living. These designations and other
related admonitions also bring about a higher horizon of eschatological hope and joy.
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