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: Charles R. Swindoll, Esther: A Woman of Strength and Dignity (Waco: Word, 1997), 9.
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é Charles R. Swindoll #JZ RAM4 © "Here, I'm intrigued by the passive tense and the verb
itself: 'was taken'. In fact, this verb can mean 'taken by force', and is so rendered in other parts of
the Old Testament. Some Jewish scholars give that interpretation in this passage. I don't know if
there was coercion involved; we're not told that Esther was 'forced' to go. But I think it would be

fair to say there was reluctance on her part ° 2% Swindoll, Esther, 43 °

. Swindoll &2 © "Scholars have wrestled with the meaning of the king's command. Some
suggest it simply meant that Vashti was to come unveiled, which would have been scandal enough
in a Persian court. Others suggest that she was to come wearing only her crown, which would have
been another kind of scandal....In King Ahasuerus's case, this took the form of desiring to display
her before those who would have nothing in mind but lust. What he asked was not submission; it
was sexual slavery." Swindoll, Esther, 26-27 » BEEHEZ © (RERER — UG ) (F
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