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ABSTRACT

This study focuses on Wenzhou, examining Christian "Little Flock" within the
changing policy landscape. These venues have effectively reclaimed religious properties
and achieved lawful church organization registration, bolstering their legitimacy
and societal recognition. These "Little Flock" places also maintain their enduring
faith traditions and organizational identities. The research probes how Wenzhou's
Christian "Little Flock" strategically leveraged the property restoration policy within
state religious regulations to secure legitimacy. This approach not only reaffirmed
their denominational status in the 1980s but also heightened their public visibility.
Additionally, the study analyzes the prolonged interaction between Wenzhou's Christian
"Little Flock" and the "Local Church" movement, covering official registration, church
self-sufficiency, and protective theological ideologies. Lastly, the research explores
how these "Little Flock" prioritize core beliefs during periods of weakened state
religious control, rather than excessive survival concerns under atheistic governance.
This observation enhances our understanding of Christianity's dynamics within China's
unique religious-political context, uncovering the factors behind the continued existence
of Wenzhou's Christian "Little Flock". Overall, the study aims to shed light on "Little
Flock" continuity and development under religious policies, revealing their localized

characteristics within the broader religious policy context.



