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ABSTRACT

This study examines Paul's temple community metaphor relating to his missional
vision, that is, how Paul addresses evangelization in view of the church as the new
temple community to impact the world. Though many scholars advocate the Jewish
heritage owed by Paul to use the temple community metaphor, my argument is that the
corresponding view of temple from the Greco-Roman world can also contribute to the
understanding the Corinthian Gentile believers to the metaphor. The purification of the
temple community and its return to God was imagined by Paul as a new exodus which
is led by the Holy Spirit through the whole journey. By using the exegetic tool for some
texts regarding the temple community's purification, evangelization, and glorification
in 2 Corinthians 5-6, this article will give a clear interpretational scope to see Paul's
eschatological view of the new temple's progressive expansion through the reconciling
mission in the world.





