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Abstract

This paper analyses the relationship between Chinese intellectuals and Christianity,
and the attitudes of Chinese intellectuals toward Christianity. It points out that the
understanding of Christianity by the Chinese intellectuals is based firstly on the interests
of the whole nation's social, cultural and spiritual development, and secondly on the
impact of personality of Christian believers. The first part of the paper describes the
five interests or reasons in the study of Christianity by the intellectual circles in Chinese
mainland, including their entire interests in the history of human civilization, their
special concern for the Western thought and spirit, their revaluation of the history of
Christianity in China, their spiritual experience of the Christian way in seeking truth,
and their consideration in developing academic research. The second part analyses
three different attitudes toward Christianity by the Chinese intellectuals, namely from
criticism to resistance, from compatibility to combination, or from identification to
conversion. Finally the paper raises the question of the form and the meaning of
Christian existence in China and shows clearly that the relationship between Chinese
intellectuals and Christianity depends upon the life testimony and efforts from both
sides.



