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Seminary California) THEEFIFEFERHIT - A5 | FHHZ G ER1EN FsMichael S. Horton,
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2008), 212-20%f " AN+ #15 HLH , (Catholicity as Local and Universal ) HJ5TH: 5 552
Michael S. Horton, The Christian Faith: A Systematic Theology for Pilgrims on the Way (Grand
Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 2011), 846-60%f " &—Ei K/, (Unity and Catholicity ) HJRT
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48 . . . .
Horton, People and Place,212-16 - 71214 : "Rome overidentifies catholicity with the
universal church, while many Protestants seem to think that the local church exhausts the concept
of church" ; 5522[A])Z "Introduction," x °

® Horton, People and Place,217.
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50 Horton, People and Place,218.
o Horton, People and Place, 217-18.
>* Horton, The Christian Faith, 857 « T EN «
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> Horton, People and Place, 246: "The point of a presbyterian polity is to spread the
ministerial authority of the church out to the many, at the local level and with recourse to broader
assemblies, rather than to place it in the hands of one pastor or circle of power." FZ =& H
F = Fslocal session  regional presbytery * DL National General Assembly ; P53
& Y =8B Fsconsistory © classis * Flsynod (Z:Horton, The Christian Faith, 856n95 ;
Berkhof, Systematic Theology,588) °

5 Horton, People and Place, 219.
5 Horton, People and Place, 212, 219; Horton, The Christian Faith, 854-55.
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FERARL RS - FAHRR AR Nz aRL - RR AR EL R - 20T, F. Torrance, Royal
Priesthood: A Theology of Ordained Ministry, 2nd ed. (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 2000 [1955]);
Thomas F. Torrance, Kingdom and Church: A Study in the Theology of the Reformation (Wipf
& Stock Publishers, 1996 [1956]); Thomas F. Torrance, Conflict and Agreement in the Church,
2 vols. (London: Lutterworth Press, 1959, 1960) « fEf i smHB S TR & » FThomas
F. Torrance, Gospel, Church, and Ministry, ed. Jock Stein (Eugene, Or.: Pickwick Publications,
2012) ° B FEMETRYZE mll (r 2 e ~CR 28 - HStanley S. Maclean, "Regnum Christi:
Thomas Torrance's Appropriation of John Calvin's Ecclesiology," in John Calvin's Ecclesiology:
Ecumenical Perspectives, ed. Gerard Mannion and Eduardus Van der Borght (London: T&T
Clark, 2011), 185-202 -
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59 . . . . . .
Torrance, "Preface," in Royal Priesthood, ix: "finding a way to bring together episcopacy
and presbytery on a Christological basis.”
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Torrance, "Eldership in the Reformed Church," in Gospel, Church, and Ministry," 194.

o1 Torrance, Royal Priesthood, 102-4.
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70 "Calvin . . . made explicit that in bearing those titles [i.e. priest, prophet and king], Jesus
Christ actively exercises those offices in his ministry, passion, death and glorification. Thus, they
are the offices or works of Jesus Christ as mediator, not simply eternal titles of the Son." Rose M.
Beal, "Priest, Prophet and King: Jesus Christ, the Church and the Christian Person," in Mannion
and Borght, John Calvin's Ecclesiology, 95(90-106).
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ABSTRACT

This article examines Calvin’s discourse on eldership, as well as those registered
by some Reformed theologians from the Netherlands, the U.S. and Scotland in the
past 150 years. A focus is placed on how eldership is theologically grounded and how
it has been developed and expressed in these discussions. This article also evaluates
discussions related to eldership found in contemporary ethnic Chinese churches
and accordingly makes the following two claims. Firstly, in the Reformed tradition
eldership is theologically well-grounded primarily in the munus triplex Christi and
is also rooted in a covenantal ecclesiology, which means (among other things) that
for all its external functionality discourse on eldership should be based on its internal
theological reasoning. Secondly, as a related outcome, this article provides an example
in which the Reformed theology is shown to be richer and more diverse than is often

presented and understood.



