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ABSTRACT

Revelation 20:1-10 is the only passage in the Bible which mentions the millennium.
It has drawn great interest in the Chinese Church, resulting in great number of
commentaries.

First, this paper makes a brief survey of the interpretation of the millenium as
found in the Chinese commentaries between the 1920s and 1990s. Second, it offers an
alternative interpretation for the passage. In order to achieve this goal, much attention
has been given to the inter-, intra- and extra-textuality of Revelation 20:1-10, combined
with considerations related to the historical context and to the possible semantic function
of the text.

The study finds that while writing the book of Revelation, the apostle John
follows the convention and style of the apocalyptic genre common in his time. By
using symbolic and highly imaginative language, he communicates to his readers that
Christ is coming soon, and that when He comes, the believers who are being persecuted
will become conquerors. The function of this passage is not informative, i.e. to make a
prediction of the end time on a chronological basis, but rather exhortative, i.e. to
encourage the reader to persevere.



