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ABSTRACT

According to the narratives of the Book of Judges, "the Spirit of Yahweh" had
close relationship with the Judges and their work. Judges 3:10 describes that, after the
Spirit of Yahweh coming upon him, Othniel became a judge over Israel. He liberated
the Israelites from the dominion of the oppressors and hence created a period of
peace. Similar situations happened to the other judges. The Spirit of Yahweh moved
Gideon (6:34), Jephthah (11:29), and Samson (13:25; 14:6,19; 15:14), and empowered
them to lead the Israelite people going through different crisis in turbulent times. It
is worthy of note that the Spirit of Yahweh used different ways in leading the judges:
sometimes she was like wind coming upon the judges, such as Gideon and Jephthah;
sometimes she was like a coat mantling someone, such as Gideon. Moreover, the
Spirit particularly treated Samson in a special way. She was like an undesirable guest
constantly pushing him to take the initiative (13:25), and a hovering eagle dashing
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from the sky above and suddenly grasping him (14:6,19; 15:14). She forced him to
become a strong and mighty man.

These different descriptions indicate that the Spirit of Yahweh enters into the
lives of human beings in a variety of ways and participates in the actions of saving
his peoples. With either mild or fierce manners, the Spirit of Yahweh constantly
demonstrates her strength and various features.

But how did the judges react to the actions of the Spirit of Yahweh? Their
reactions differed, and thus brought to the Israelites diminishing effects of salvation.
Apparently, there were intriguing interactions between the Spirit of Yahweh and the
judges.





