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ABSTRACT

This article discusses the adaptation of Harry Frederick Ward's Social Gospel
with its radical notion within the context of Chinese society during the Republican era.
The argument is twofold: Ward's social propositions have inspired Chinese Christians to
reflect on China's social situation of the day and evoked an empathetic sentiment among
the Chinese Christian literati towards communism. In other words, Ward has inspired
the Chinese literati elites of the day to ponder on the national exigencies of capitalist
exploitation and the invasion of the imperialists. The sympathetic sentiment towards
the communists is in fact a rejection towards the stated social ills. During his tenure as
the chairman of the American Committee for Justice to China, Ward has issued a strong
statement against the great massacre happened in Shanghai's May Thirtieth Movement.
In this important public declaration, Ward's calls for the immediate investigation on this
social mishap; the abolishment of extraterritoriality practice and territory concessions;
the evacuation of US military troops from china, and etc are noteworthy.





