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ABSTRACT

This paper investigates the role of Hong Kong evangelical churches in culture
and in evangelism. The writer affirms that Christians are a minority, either in terms of
number or social status, both in Hong Kong and the mainland China. However, as
Hong Kong was a British colony for more than a century, the colonial government
provided a lot of privileges to the Church. Hence, Hong Kong Christians have acquired
a "majority"/ "dominant” mentality. Since Hong Kong returned to China's sovereignty
in 1997, the writer emphasizes that Hong Kong Christians should realize that they are
actually a minority group in a non-Christian society.

In the second part, the writer reviews the history of Christian social participation
in Hong Kong between 1949 to 1990. He observes that political instability made Hong
Kong Protestant churches develop a "refugee attitude” before the 1970s. Under this
pessimistic atmosphere, the Church had little involvement in political and social issues.
After the 1980s, the sense of belonging has increased among the people of Hong Kong,
leading to the urge to tackle the uncertainties of the issue of 1997. This results in
evangelical churches in Hong Kong changing their stance. They have responded to
social issues quickly and have been actively involved in the social movement. However,
due to a lack of strong theological basis and their reactive nature, these actions have
been eventually absorbed by other social movements.

In the third part, the writer evaluates some Hong Kong avant-garde Christian
social agendas and strategies. They are considered as theological reductionism, i.e.,
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they generalize concepts, such as, "justice”, "human rights" as the core Christian spirit
to support their action; then leave these "concepts” aside, and affiliate themselves to
other "dominant" social movements in their actual social praxis. The writer asserts that
this kind of social participation is destructive to the Church.

In the final section, the writer reviews H.R. Niebuhr's five models of the relationship
of Christianity and culture. He criticises that Niebuhr's view is misleading. Moreover,
under Niebuhr's model, Christianity will put itself under the dominance of secular
culture on one hand, and on the other hand it will give up its own right to defend itself
as a distinctive culture. Finally, the writer emphasizes that Hong Kong Christians
should realize their minority status. A minority attitude will then strengthen our sccial
and cultural identity. He believes this will enable Hong Kong evangelical churches find
its rightful position participating in cultural and social affairs.



