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ABSTRACT

The presuppositions of natural science are: 1. The order of the nature; 2. The
de-deification of the universe. The order of the nature provides us the rational foundation

4l T. F. Torrance, "Man, the Priest of Creation," in The Ground and Grammar of Theology
(Belfast : Christian Journal Limited, 1980), chapter 1.
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to investigate the natural law of the universe. The de-deification of the universe means
that the contingency of the world that opening the investigation of the universe would
no longer be blasphemy to God. The former one frees us from the unstable world view
of Greek's philosophy; the latter one frees us from the superstition of the primitive
religions.

The Christian doctrine of creation asserts that God is the Creator, He created the
world according to His rationality, this is the order of the universe; He also created the
world from nothing, that means the world is not the extension of Him. The world itself
is contingency.

The paper attempts to point out that 1. Greek philosophy could not provide the
foundation of scientific research because Greek philosophers like Plato and Aristotle
rejected any kind of certainties from the natural world. 2. The universe is cut off with
any kind of mythologies so that scientists can have an objective way to do his research
on science. The modern scientists like Copernicus, Bacon and Galileo were influenced
by these two conceptions, namely, order and contingency, which can be derived from
the Christian doctrine of creation.



