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’ S. Nikaido, "Hagar and Ishmael as Literary Figures: An Intertextual Study," VT 51
(2001): 238. LAEFHEH A28 55 5 7 2 WO UBEREE - r] 5322 S. Gevirtz, "Of Patriarchs and
Puns: Joseph at the Fountain, Jacob at the Ford," HUCA 46 (1975): 35-49 -

0 Nikaido, "Hagar and Ishmael as Literary Figures," 233. i35 ([ f & 5§ - tHEF Kidner
HLEISFIREH RS EN A - A% - {7 : "To some degree this son of Abram
would be a shadow, almost a parody, of his father, his twelve princes notable in their times (17:20;
25:13) but not in the history of salvation; his restless existence no pilgrimage but an end in itself;
his nonconformism a habit of mind, not a light to the nations." Genesis (Downs Grove: IVP,
1967), 127 -
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ABSTRACT

The call of Abraham occupies a pivotal position in the book of Genesis. On one
hand, building on the preceding flood narrative, it demonstrates that the covenant God
made with Noah can be established forever. Man can be obedient to God and cultivate
a life style that is in congruent with God’s will. As a result, God does not need to
destroy the earth because of the sins of mankind. The promises God made to Abraham,
on the other hand, become the focal point of the following stories. Whether it is
offspring, or land, or fame, the process leading to the fulfillment is always dramatic,
and the retelling, inviting.

Hagar and Ishmael, however, are often seen as unnecessary intrusion in a
well-constructed story. Their appearance was simply the result of human weakness,
and their departure from the scene provides great relief to the reader. This line of
interpretation, though often adopted, runs contrary to the understanding that in
Abraham was seen the initial fulfillment of the Noahic covenant. If abuse of power
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manifests itself in the family of Abraham just as in those of the flood generation, the
answer to God’s promise not to destroy the earth has to lie in someone else.

This paper seeks to re-examine the Hagar story through semantic, contextual,
and syntactical analyses. It suggests that the account about Hagar and her child should
be read as a narrative of peacemaking through God’s intervention. The reconciliation
between Issac and Ishmael is a vivid testimony to the grace of God. It seems this
understanding is more in line with the role that Abrahamic cycle plays in the Book of

Genesis.
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ABSTRACT

In this paper, the author presents the interpretive ideas advocated by the Old
Testament scholars towards the story of Joseph in solving the poverty caused by
famine during his time as the Prime Minister of Egypt (Ge 47:13-26). The scholars'
interpretations of this story are mainly confined to four perspectives, namely religious,
ethical, national and political aspects. However, as part of the canonical texts, the
intention of this story is not only limited to the social and historical inferences, instead
it further extends to the theological concern. Thinking of the theological concern in
Genesis, there is nothing more than the covenant of Abraham, exclusively expressed as
Land, Offspring and Blessing. In considering the consistency of theological intention,
this paper draws attention to how the story closely connects with the Covenant of
Abraham. Through analyzing the theology of the story, we can therefore comprehend
that Joseph's approaches in solving the poverty are beyond the political and social

concerns; they indeed are genuine spiritual blessings.





