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ABSTRACT

It is no doubt that Watchman Nee (1903-1972) had played an important role in the
history of modern Chinese church. With regard to his life, there are still some critical
moments that need historian's construction, reconstruction, or even deconstruction.
However, one of the major obstacles facing us when reconstructing the history of Nee is
a sense of "hero-worship" among many Christians. Nee is regarded a hero or even a
martyr, for he had made a stand against the atheist Communist government and the
apostate Three-Self Movement. This paper tries to reassess Nee's attitude toward the
new regime and the Three-Self Movement from 1949 to 1952; especially stresses on
Nee's response to the drastic changes in political and religious situation of the period
and the intricate relations between Nee and the Three-Self Movement.
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