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ABSTRACT

The article examines the life and work of Xu Qian (1871-1940), who was
a Christian revolutionist actively involved in politics. Xu sought judicial
change even before the end of Qing dynasty. Later he became the Vice
Minister of Justice, the Secretary General of Dr. Sun Yat-sen. When Yuan
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Shi-kai died in 1916, Xu became a Christian. He strived to integrate Christian
faith with political revolutionary movement. Christian National Salvation was
the direction and essence of his praxis. On the one hand, he stressed the
personhood of Christ as the fundamental meaning of revolutions; on the other,
he emphasized the sinfulness of a nation and her need for salvation. He
believed that when a person is transformed by Christ, he would want the
nation to be saved and actualize the reign of God on earth. Xu's conviction of
national salvation was a sharp critique to those Christians whose concern was
solely on the saving of personal souls. The article will also discuss the Christian
National Salvation Association set up by Xu and explain his notions of "internal
sanctification” and "external reigning" (national salvation).



