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2 william C. Placher, The Domestication of Transcendence: How Modern Thinking about God
Went Wrong (Louisville: Westminster J ohn Knox Press, 1996), 7.
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? Placher, The Domestication of Transcendence, 111.

* placher, The Domestication of Transcendence, 128.
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ern Wei-ming, Creativity and Commonality: An Essay on Confucian Religiousness (Albany,
N.Y.: State University of New York, 1989).

11 g=pars322 B W, Mote, "Foreword,” in Tu Wei-ming, Way, Learning, and Politics: Essays
on the Confucian Intellectual (Singapore: The Institute of East Asian Philosophies, 1989), XIV-
XV BRIEXIV o HMETER2Z2 Chong Chee-pang, "The Prospect of Confucian-Christian Dialogue
in Singapore,” Ching Feng 38 (1995): 3, 42-68 * FRIZE 57-62 -

. Liu Shu-hsien, "Christianity in the Reflection of Chinese Religion," in Concilium Christianity
among World Religions, eds. Han Kiing & Jiirgen Moltmann (Edinburgh: T & T Clark Ltd., 1986),
75-83, 76 ° Liu Shu-hsien, "Some Reflections on What Contemporary Neo-Confucian Philosophy
May Learn from Christianity,” in Confucian-Christian Encounters in Historical and Contemporary
Perspective, ed. Peter K.H. Lee (Lewiston: The Edwin Mellen Press, 1991), 68 * Zlit5% : < 1K
FHRF AL AR BB E ) o (FREb) 17181 (1988) - H8 ~ 513 ¢

131 ju Shu-hsien, "The Religious Import of Confucian Philosophy: Its Traditional Outlook and
Contemporary Significance," Philosophy East and West 21 (1971): 2, 157-75.
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'® Julia Ching, Chinese Religions (Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Book, 1993), 51.

19 Ching, Chinese Religions, 69.
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30 john H. Berthrong, All under Heaven: Transforming Paradigms in Confucian-Christian
Dialogue (New York: State University of New York Press, 1994), 154.

g CERFEFRTLIARE S L) > H8 - 515 -
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33 Berthrong, All under Heaven, 134.
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34 Berthrong, All under Heaven, 154.

35 Berthrong, All under Heaven, 137. :
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9 Gary D. Badcock, Light of Truth & Fire of Love: A Theology of the Holy Spirit (Grand
Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1997), 174.

1 Badcock, Light of Truth & Fire of Love, 173.

42 Badcock, Light of Truth & Fire of Love, 173 ° 2% Karl Barth, The Humanity of God, trans.
John Newton & Thomas Wieser (London: Collins, 1961), 52 -
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“® Henri Blocher, "Immanence and Transcendence in Trinitarian Theology," in The Trinity in
a Pluralistic Age: Theological Essays on Culture and Religion, ed. Kevin J. Vanhoozer (Grand
Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1997), 109.

i Edward Farley, The Transcendence of God: A Study in Contemporary Philosophical
Theology (London: The Epworth Press, 1962), 15.

a8 Farley, The Transcendence of God, 16.

49 Farley, The Transcendence of God, 17. "The usual conception of God as a single being
outside of the world and behind the world is not essential to religion... The true essence of religion
is neither this idea nor any other, but the immediate consciousness of Deity as we find him in
ourselves as well as in the world." (Quoted from Speeches).
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0 Farley, The Transcendence of God, 717.
ol Farley, The Transcendence of God, 78.

52 Laurence W. Wood, "From Barth's Trinitarian Christology to Moltmann's Trinitarian
Pneumatology: A Methodist Perspective," in Asburg Theological Journal 48 (1993): 1, 59; Karl
Barth, Church Dogmatics 1/1, tran. G.W. Bromiley (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1975), 407.

53 Badcock, Light of Truth & Fire of Love, 179.
>4 Badcock, Light of Truth & Fire of Love, 180; Barth, Church Dogmatics 1/2, 203-242.

2 Badcock, Light of Truth & Fire of Love, 181; See also Philip J. Rosato, The Spirit as Lord
(Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1981), 3-43.
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36 Martin Henry, On Not Understanding God (Dublin: The Columba Press, 1997), 89.

3 Victor N. Menson, "The Doctrine of Creation: A Few Remarks on the Eastern Orthodox
Perspective," Stulos Theological Journal 11 (1997): 5, 34.

58 Colin E. Gunton, The Triune Creator: A Historical and Systematic Study (Grand Rapids:
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1998), 117.

%% Gunton, The Triune Creator, 118.
60 Gunton, The Triune Creator, 124.

61 Gunton, The Triune Creator, 120.
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62 Colin Gunton, "Relation and Relativity: The Trinity and the Created World", in Trinitarian
Theology Today: Essays on Divine Being and Act, ed. Christoph Schwébel (Edinburgh: T & T Clark,
1995), 97.

o Christoph Schwébel, ed., Trinitarian Theology Today: Essays on Divine Being and Act, 2.
04 Karl Rahner, The Trinity, trans. Joseph Donceel (London: Burns & Oétes, 1970), 22.
= Christoph Schwdbel, ed., Trinitarian Theology Today: Essays on Divine Being and Act, 2.

€ John D. Zizioulas, "The Doctrine of the Holy Trinity: The Significance of the Cappadocian
Contribution," The Trinity, trans. Joseph Donceel, 53.
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7 Miroslav Volf, After Our Likeness. The Church as the Image of the Trinity (Grand Rapids:
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1998), 76.

68 Blocher, "Immanence and Transcendence in Trinitarian Theology," 104-23, 111.
69 paul Tillich, Systematic Theology, vol. 1 (London: SCM Press Ltd., 1978), 237.
70 Badcock, Light of Truth & Fire of Love, 176.

# Badcock, Light of Truth & Fire of Love, 186 ° 5325 Eberhard Jiingel, God as the Mystery
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ABSTRACT

This article aims to respond to the view of Prof. Liu shu-hsien, a scholar of Neo-
Confucianism, that the Christian understanding of God is purely transcendent. This kind
of understanding mainly follows the philosophical approach to define God as the Creator
who transcends the created world. Based on such a presupposition, God's pure
transcendence over the world, it would be inevitable to limit the understanding of the
Christian God to the One being unable to have any communication with human-being.

The author follows the Trinitatrian understanding of God, and points out that God
is both "transcendent and immanent." The transcendence of God is expressed in the
internal unity of the persons of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The immanence
of God is shown through the work of the Son and of the Holy Spirit in the world.

In the conclusion, the author proposes the focus of Christian-Confucian dialogue
should be readjusted. We can proceed to explore how the Christianity and Neo-
confucianism interpret the idea of "immanent transcendence" after we have affirmed
that both of them emphasize the concept of "immanent transcendence."



