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ABSTRACT

Today's Shanghai is a renowned internationalized city, but its state of freedom
of religion lags behind its economic and technological developments. House churches
in Shanghai tend to be cautious and maintain a low profile. Their connection with each
other also tends to be weak. The past ten years have seen some churches breaking
the tradition, opening themselves and forming pastors fellowships, one of which
is the Fishermen's Fellowship. But in comparison with house churches in another
internationalized city — Beijing, house churches in Shanghai are still apparently less
open. What is the cause of this phenomenon? Why would some house churches in
Shanghai choose to be more open? What do these churches have in common? How do
they cope with pressures from the government? This paper will firstly probe into the
development and core concepts of three of the churches in Fishermen's Fellowship,
thereby having a glimpse of the general openness of house churches in Shanghai. Then
the paper will examine the development and situation of house churches in Shanghai
from a macroscopic view, and compare these churches to those in Beijing, thereby
attempting to paint a more detailed picture of urban churches in China.





