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HUORREREEIE CREFRBF/INRRD TR "Chinese Prized Story" [FR3Z » NRZSIAE -
5[H# R : " The sum of $150, in seven prizes, is offered by the undersigned to Chinamen who
produce the best moral stories, combining a graphic description of the evils of Opium, the Literary
examinations, and Foot-binding, with practical methods by which they may be removed. It is hoped
that students, teachers and pastors connected with the various missionary establishments in China
will be shown the accompanying advertisement and encouraged to take part in the competition;
so that some really interesting and valuable stories, in the easiest Wen-/i, may be produced, of a
Christian rather than a merely ethical tone, which will supply a long felt want and serve as popular
reading books all over the Empire. A receipt will be given for all sealed manuscripts, sent or
delivered before the end of the seventh Chinese month to the Chinese Scientific Book Depot, 407
Hankow Road, or to JOHN FRYER, May 25, 1895 Shanghai." ZPatrick Hanan, "The New Novel
Before the New Novel — John Fryer's Fiction Contest" in Chinese Fiction of the Nineteenth and
Early Twentieth Centries: Essays by Patrick Hanan (New York: Columbia University Press, 2004),
131-32 -

' Chinese Recorder XXVII, no. 3 (March 1896): 143.
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ABSTRACT

The manuscripts of the "New Age Novel" (1895) discovered in 2006 can
enhance our understanding on how Chinese Christians in late Qing thought about and
expressed on the issue of national survival. After the end of the First Sino-Japanese
War, John Fryer (1839-1928) advertised in Shun Pao, A Review of the Times, and
Chinese Recorder to collect novels written in "Christian tone" concerning three social
problems including opium smoking, imperial examination system, and foot binding.
Chinese pastor Zhang Shenghe (1853-1938) from The Basel Mission participated in
the contest with his work New Age Novel. In this article, NAN will be analyzed to
show the characteristics of Zhang's narrative and his interpretation of the social reality
under a Christian point of view. Readers are expected to broaden their understanding
of this well-known pastor in the late Qing and early Republic period through getting
known of his literary practices and political opinions. NAN is a traditional Chinese
novels (zhanghui xiaoshuo) written in simple wenyan. Zhang uses "Family" to structure
the narrative. In terms of the character interactions, Feiweng family that is suffering
from the three social problems acts as the subject searching for "the way" of curing,
while Pastor Xu from the West acts as the "sender" of "the way". The awakening and

searching for curing of Feiweng family constitute the narrative momentum. For political
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comments, Zhang particularly emphasizes the problem of imperial examination system
and treats it as the main cause of China losing the war. Furthermore, the crucial reason
of China's weakness is the deficiency of "Dao" (the way) in China which gives rise to
her teaching and culture. Zhang states that Confucian is just the principle by man (ren
dao) which is not "the Rock" to build upon, while Christianity is the heavenly principle
(tian dao) that can bring China strength and wealth.





