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ABSTRACT

In 1895, John Fryer held the New Age Novel contest encouraging contestants
to tackle three social problems including opium smoking, foot binding and eight-
legged essay, in Christian tone. As historical records they can help us to understand
how Christians in Late Qing thought about the present and future of the country. This
paper aimed at illustrating a "top-down" approach in saving the country by Christianity
suggested by some contestants. They portrayed Christian governance as the way to
cure social defects and leading the country to wealth and strength. For a Christian
governance to exist, they imagine the acceptance of Christianity by the imperial family
and the bureaucrats, or the Chinese Christians are appointed as important officers in
the dynasty. In the third section of the paper, the sixteen-chaptered Biansuliangmo
as an example will be discussed. On one hand, how the novel illustrating the "top-
down" approach is described. The novel portrays the conversion of Confucians and
the appointment of Christians as bureaucrats by the emperor leading to the solving of
social problems. On the other hand, the religious discourses made in the novel will be
discussed. The author chose Confucians as the target readers and made corresponding
discourses. The similarity between Confucian Sage and Christ is emphasized for
persuading the readers to convert to Christianity.





