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that is considered equivalent to God."
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o Ryan, "The Rejection of Military Service by the Early Christians," H20.
*® Cadoux, The Early Christian Attitude to War, 126.
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9 {EE B o FEFSCIUE Lactantius, "The Divine Institutes," in Ante-Nicene Fathers,
vol 7, Book 6, Chapter 20 ° "For when God forbids us to kill, He not only prohibits us from open
violence, which is not even allowed by the public laws, but He warns us against the commission of
those things which are esteemed lawful among men. Thus it will be neither lawful for a just man
to engage in warfare, since his warfare is justice itself, nor to accuse any one of a capital charge,
because it makes no difference whether you put a man to death by word, or rather by the sword,
since it is the act of putting to death itself which is prohibited. Therefore, with regard to this precept
of God, there ought to be no exception at all; but that it is always unlawful to put to death a man,
whom God willed to be a sacred animal."

50 Bainton, Christian Attitudes toward War and Peace, 73.

3 Hornus, /¢ Is Not Lawful for Me to Fight, 115.

2 Megivern, "Early Christianity and Military Service," 181.

53 Yoder, Christian Attitudes to War, Peace, and Revolution, 54.
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> Gorry, "Swords into Ploughshares?," 767.
» Ryan, "The Rejection of Military Service by the Early Christians," 28.
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ABSTRACT

The paper examines the attitudes of the early Christian church towards war,
particularly in the pre-Constantinian age that was later superseded by the distinct
development of Augustine’s Just War theory. It seeks to uncover the antecedent roots
of the church’s response to war especially its attitudes to Christians joining the Roman
army, taking into context that this took place before the modern concept of the state was
developed. Most scholars have asserted that the early church registered a largely pacifist
response and opposed militarism in all its forms even though it recognized the legitimacy
of war. It will be argued, based on the writings of the Ante-Nicene church Fathers, that
while their main reasons were not so much theological but rather pastoral and ethical,
the picture is more complex and nuanced then has usually been presented. While the
Fathers did not attempt to present a complete framework for the assessment of wars and
Christians joining the army — a task that Ambrose and Augustine would undertake later
— the early Christians, such as Tertullian, Origen, Clement of Rome, Hippolytus, and
Lactantius, did display a diversity of views that took into account the circumstances of
their day, and which may be instructive in our own times.





