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ABSTRACT

Lien Hwa Chow’s Homiletics (1964) and the later revised & expanded edition
The New Homiletics (1987) have been the standard preaching textbooks and reference
books in Chinese seminaries for more than half a century. However, such an important
and influential Chinese preaching textbook has long been overlooked by the academia.
This article points out that The New Homiletics is in fact the pioneer of indigenous
homiletics of its kind, but without the intention stated clearly. By comparing the 1964
edition with the 1987 revised & expanded edition, the author pinpoints the added
content and conducts an in-depth analysis and interpretation. The author proves that the
book is the result of Chow’s reflection on his 30 years experiences of serving in Chinese
churches, and thus provides directions of constructing indigenous homiletics.

In summary, the priority of Chinese preaching is to focus on the "humanistic"
element of preaching: the preacher and the audience, and the relationship between the
two. Therefore, the spiritual life, character and learning of the preacher are the key.
Preachers speak to people and meet the needs of people’s hearts. Therefore, the preacher
must establish a close relationship of mutual love and trust with the congregation and
understand the needs of the listeners. In return, the congregation would be willing to
give back. This relationship of mutual love and trust can elevate an ordinary preacher to
an outstanding preacher.





