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! G. Johannes Botterweck, Helmer Ringgren ed., 7heological Dictionary of the Old Testament
(TDOT), vol V (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1986), 188, "Aaram "

2"One comes closer to an understanding of the Torah if one abandons efforts to shield it from
criticism and sees it in the light of its own times, its values, and standards. This approach is easier for
the liberal who sees the Torah as a human document than for a fundamentalist who considers it the
word of God." W. Gunther Plaut, 74e Torah: A Modern Commentary (New York: Union of American
Hebrew Congregations, 1974), 1381.
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3"But in fact the sages [Talmudic sages] left the ancient serem law as they found it: applying
to seven extinct nations, while radically meliorating other terms of the obsolete law. The rabbis
adjusted its meaning to their moral sentiment. Since Deuteronomy expressly grounded the herem in
the warning 'lest you learn their evil ways and they cause you to sin to the Lord [Deut. 21.18],'the
rabbis concluded, reasonably enough, that if the Canaanites reformed they should be allowed
to remain. The moral sensibility of postbiblical Judaism cancelled the indiscriminate, inevitable
application of the herem." Moshe Greenberg, "On the Political Use of the Bible in Modern Israel: An
Engaged Critique," in Pomegranates and Golden Bells: Studies in Biblical, Jewish, and Near Eastern
Ritual, Law, and Literature in Honor of Jacob Milgrom, eds. David P. Wright, D.N. Freedman, and
Avi Hurvitz (Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1995), 469-70.
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4"The effect of the canonical shaping of the conquest material is that the book of Joshua has
been assigned a specific, but time-bound, role in God's economy. The conquest continued to be
acknowledged throughout the Old Testament as an integral part of the divine purpose for Israel, but
it was never to be repeated. It was theologically rendered inoperative by being consigned wholly to
the past." Brevard S. Childs, O/d Testament Theology in a Canonical Context (London: SCM, 1985),
78.
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5"Judaism set these words to be recited by every Jew each morning and evening. This was not
a legalistic or merely pious gesture. It was a true apprehension that those who live under the rule of
the Lord of Israel are to set their lives and shape their daily conduct and their interior direction by
these most important and primary words." Patrick D. Miller, Deuteronomy , Interpretation (Louisville:
J. Knox Press, 1990), 98.
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6”All human beings have their hearts set somewhere, hold something sacred, worship at some
shrine. We are spontaneously idolatrous — where, by 'idolatry, I mean the worship of some creature,
the setting of the heart on some particular thing (usually oneself). For most of us there is no single
creature that is the object of our faith. Our hearts are torn, dispersed, distracted. We are polytheists.
And none of us is so self-transparent as to know quite where, in fact, our hearts are set." Nicholas
Lash, 7he Beginning and the End of "Religion” (Cambridge; New York: Cambridge University
Press, 1996),21-22.



B4k R bk —— — A A E 4 ey 2 £ 73

MRS G » B FH anaC E R 1 228 A Y FE SIS —— R —HU5 E
RESANF IE A5 RE B 2 L P EIRRATA & - i CRE I 62— 5
B RECERIMEN LRRE - BEFREE TN EEREE S -

o Iy R L

BRI B S L | S A AT IR BB - SE B T
—TER IR AS]E | MRS (Metaphorical Interpretation) » FRE[EE -
) B I IR H Y I 7 75 F5 1 S AR T B A B A EE SRR 2 RN
TYRIEE R ARG SR IR R - S AR SR
ATRELE -

B EFEAOEREE - TWEFEE, (00 )
EFETRTEIE TR, TE —(E SR ENEA (complex
conceptuality) ° FEEVFHUREE T ©RIEEIE | TEEEEELL
BRI — B A — B R B TR AR R - AT
i G R B T ETS (BB A REE) < BT LE S S E
A 1T 5 B T ) AR 2 5 T WA 8 1 SR 7S 2 TR B 0 8 3ok ) 3 2 1
( countersphere ) S IRENR » RSP — 5 TR SR M R -
S EIRN » AR @I R B R R R - FENE S
ZWBE WY - FI o TIETR R A — B 2R R
HES—GEER - B o ROREEE TR RS - thEEE
AT EEE R ER RS e SR (ES 0 =
16~18) » tFEsE 2 2Bl EpE (A= ++t28) F - Kt
DTSR ) 2 A SRR 5 RAEER TWEEE, F
Folk  — R RAEE - B A EREROERT e
GT > RIGHEZS R TWEFE,  BERY TEMEEE, 2o

"vharam,” TDOT, V:183-84.
8 haram,” TDOT, V:184.
® "haram,” TDOT, V:184.
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10 Martin Noth, 7he Deuteronomistic History,JSOTSS 15 (Sheffield: JSOT, 1981).

! Ming Him Ko, "Fusion-Point Hermeneutics: A Theological Interpretation of Saul's Rejection
in Light of the Shema as the Rule of Faith," /77 7:1 (2013): 69-70.
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ABSTRACT

This paper offers a theological interpretation for Deuteronomy 7:1-8, and contends
that the commandment of driving out the seven nations should be interpreted within the
theological framework of "one Lord" (Deut 6:4-5). We should employ a metaphorical
approach in interpreting the commandment of Deuteronomy 7:1-8, and conclude that the
theological conviction of "one Lord" should occupy the heart of Israelites, so that the
idols in one's heart must be eradicated at any cost. First, I offer a brief literature review
on this subject matter. Second, I elucidate the literary position of Deuteronomy 7:1-6
within the Deuteronomistic framework, pointing out that metaphorical approach should
be the best way to interpret the text. Finally, I contend that Israelites, being the people of
covenant, should exercise the Shema and the requirement of Deuteronomy 7:1-8, rooting
out the idols in their hearts, so that they can worship Yahweh as the Holy One.





