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! "Creation thought, priestly thought (cult and ceremonial), and wisdom thought have
one major feature which they share in common: they order reality into meaning forms or create
universes of meaning within which life can be viewed and understood without much special appeal
to or reliance on historical thought categories or Heilsgeschichte... Probably no major stream of
tradition in the Old Testament is more theologically reflective and integrated than the P-source.
This material is organized and structured so as to present a total worldview and a structure of time,
geography, cultural roles, weekly, seasonal, and multiyear cycles, a view of the proper orders of
life and how they interrelate, ritual and routine for overcoming the disruptions in life and for the
restoration of proper relationships both between persons and between humans and the divine. It
should be noted that the priests, not the prophets, were the real custodians of the care of souls
in ancient Israel and priestly theology created a universe of meaning which could deal with the
totality of life in its many dimensions and exigencies. There was certainly nothing less spiritual
about cultic and legal piety than about prophetic proclamation; in fact, probley the opposite was
the case." Frederick C. Prussner and John H. Hayes, Old Testament Theology: Its History and
Development (Atlanta, Ga.: John Knox Press, 1985), 275-76.
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2 Israel Knohl, The Sanctuary of Silence: The Priestly Torah and the Holiness School (Winona
Lake: Eisenbrauns, 2007).

3 Knohl, The Sanctuary of Silence, 44.
4 Knohl, The Sanctuary of Silence, 153.

> BIRATHER RS 5 > T2 Jan Joosten, People and Land in the Holiness Code: An
Exegetical Study of the Ideational Framework of the Law in Leviticus 17-26, SVT 67 (Leiden:
Brill, 1996),29-92 -
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York: Doubleday, 1991), 48.
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K "Order is brought about through divisions, separations, and distinctions between one
element and another. It is only as these lines of demarcation, or boundaries, are established that
order is realized. If true, it means that these divisions must be recognized and maintained if the
created order is to continue to exist and not collapse into confusion and chaos." Frank H. Gorman,
The Ideology of Ritual: Space, Time and Status in the Priestly Theology, JSOTSS 91 (Sheffield:
JSOT, 1990), 41.
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' Nobuyoshi Kiuchi, "Leviticus, Book Of," in DOTP, n.d., 524.

" B E 2R RIS 045 Milgrom, Leviticus 1-16, 616; Bryan D. Bibb, Ritual Words
and Narrative Worlds in the Book of Leviticus, LHB/OTS 480 (London; New York: T.&T. Clark,
2009), 130 -

12 Jonathan Klawans, Impurity and Sin in Ancient Judaism (Oxford: OUP, 2000), 24;
Jonathan Klawans, Purity, Sacrifice, and the Temple: Symbolism and Supersessionism in the Study
of Ancient Judaism (New York: OUP, 2006), 64.

13 Milgrom, Leviticus 1-16,617.
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ABSTRACT

Scholars have agreed that there is an inseparable bond between the priestly
tradition and the concept of created order. Israelite priests had put their efforts to
maintain rituals, purity rules and moral laws, so as to direct Israelites into a lifestyle
compatible to the worldview of the created order. The mission statements of priests can
be summarized in Leviticus 10:10-11 and 19:2. This article aims to investigate these
two passages, together with related priestly theology and mission, in order to explicate
how priests aim to maintain the worldview of the created order and the core aim of "the
imitation of God" (imitation Dei).



	Eng copyR
	Cont_5th
	JD56 Foreword_3rd
	01_4th
	02_4th
	03_4th
	04_4th
	05_4th
	06_4th
	07_4th
	p163-168_3rd



