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» "One is given to wonder, however, whether that is actually an aspect of the God revealed
in the text, or whether scholars have more personal theological problems with the way in which
the God of the text speaks and acts. There seems to be an inordinate amount of interest in these
studies in portraying the 'tragic' character of the story, in lifting up Saul as an unwitting victim
of circumstances beyond his control. .... It seems to me that the story is here being pushed into
a literary mold that simply is not there." Terence E. Fretheim, "Divine Foreknowledge, Divine
Constancy, and the Rejection of Saul's Kingship," Catholic Biblical Quarterly 47 (1985): 599 n. 20.

30 Fretheim, "Divine Foreknowledge, Divine Constancy, and the Rejection of Saul's
Kingship," 600-601.
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ABSTRACT

Researches into the narrative of the rejection of King Saul involve ideological
criticism and tragedy framework. Ideological criticism aims to interpret the rejection
of Saul as a political propaganda for legitimizing the Davidic kingdom. Scholars have
tended to uncover the political motive behind the narrative. The tragedy paradigm
represents a cluster of scholars who categorize the figure of Saul as tragedy. They
approach the narrative with a "tragic vision" to uncover the "dark side" or "the demonic
side of God" in the framework of tragic fate. This paper aims to survey these two
approaches and attempts to illustrate their merits and drawbacks.
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