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! "The book of Psalms is the most read, the most used, of all the Old Testament books. In
the Psalms, ancient worshipers address God; for centuries people of faith have learned how to pray
from these texts. The Psalms express every emotion — from joy to despair, from hate to love. Thus
pilgrims of faith find themselves in the Psalms, and they find themselves praying. 'Prayer Book of
the Bible' is a fitting title for the book." W. H. Bellinger, Psalms: A Guide to Studying the Psalter
(Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Academic, 2012), 1.
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z "I fully master my father's profession, the discipline of lamentation; I have studied and
chanted the Series. I am competent in ... 'mouth-washing,' and purification of the palace .. I
have examined healthy and sick flesh. I have read the (astrological omen series) ... and made
astronomical observations ... Among the [... Apprentices] who studies with me ... [scribes,
chanters], exorcists, haruspices, and physicians; [I shall gather them] and give them [to the king],
my lord." Simo Parpola, ed., Letters from Assyrian and Babylonian Scholars, SAA 10 (Helsinki:
Helsinki University Press, 1993), 122.
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3 BEASE ATERIRNGE » T2 Francesca Rochberg, "Scribes and Scholars: The up3ar
En ma Anu Enlil," in Assyriologica et Semitica : Festschrift Fiir Joachim Oelsner Anlésslich
Seines 65. Geburtstages Am 18. Februar 1997, ed. Joachim Oelsner, Joachim Marzahn, and Hans
Neumann, AOAT 252 (Miinster: Ugarit-Verlag, 2000), 359-75.

4 Gilbert J.P. McEwan, Priest and Temple in Hellenistic Babylonia, FAS 4 (Wiesbaden:

Steiner, 1981), 189.

> FFIH A 22 Petra D. Gesche, Schulunterricht in Babylonien: Im Ersten Jahrtausend v. Chr. ,

AOAT 275 (Miinster: Ugarit-Verlag, 2001) = #2022 K. van der Toorn, Scribal Culture and the
Making of the Hebrew Bible (Cambridge, Mass: HUP, 2009), 56-57 °

6 David C. Rubin, Memory in Oral Traditions: The Cognitive Psychology of Epic, Ballads,
and Counting-Out Rhymes (Oxford: OUP, 1995), 15-88; Walter J Ong, Orality and Literacy: The
Technologizing of the Word (London: Routledge, 1988), 34-36.

7 Uri Gabbay, "Akkadian Commentaries from Ancient Mesopotamia and Their Relation to
Early Hebrew Exegesis," DSD 19 (2012): 271-87.
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s Benjamin R. Foster, ed., Before the Muses: An Anthology of Akkadian Literature, 3rd ed.
(Bethesda: CDL Press, 2005), 87.

? Foster, Before the Muses, 484-85.
10 Foster, Before the Muses, 910.

a David M. Carr, Writing on the Tablet of the Heart: Origins of Scripture and Literature
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), 31-35.
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B Ming Him Ko, The Levite Singers in Chronicles and Their Stabilizing Role, LHB/OTS
657 (New York: Bloomsbury T&T Clark, 2017), 151-82.

14 Ko, The Levite Singers in Chronicles and Their Stabilizing Role,214-49.
15 Ko, The Levite Singers in Chronicles and Their Stabilizing Role, 183-13.

1o S.E. Gillingham, "The Zion Tradition and the Editing of the Hebrew Psalter," in Temple
and Worship in Biblical Israel: Proceedings of the Oxford Old Testament Seminar, ed. John Day
(London: T&T Clark, 2007), 308-41; S.E. Gillingham, "The Levitical Singers and the Editing of
the Hebrew Psalter," in The Composition of the Book of Psalms, ed. Erich Zenger, BETL 238
(Leuven: Uitgeverij Peeters, 2010), 91-103.

v BATNIE HTAIES | - 722 Frank-Lothar Hossfeld and Erich Zenger, Psalms 3: A
Commentary on Psalms 101-150, ed. Klaus Baltzer, trans. Linda M. Maloney, Hermeneia
(Minneapolis, Minn: Fortress Press, 2011), 288-93.

18 Loren D. Crow, The Songs of Ascents (Psalms 120-134): Their Place in Israelite History
and Religion, SBLDS 148 (Atlanta: SBL, 1996), 130-37.

1 Gillingham, "The Levitical Singers and the Editing of the Hebrew Psalter," 95.
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2 Hans-Joachim Kraus, Psalms 1-59: A Commentary (Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1988), 32.

*! William Riley, King and Cultus in Chronicles: Worship and the Reinterpretation of
History,JSOTSS 160 (Sheffield: JSOT, 1993), 34.

2 Raymond Jacques Tournay, Seeing and Hearing God with the Psalms: The Prophetic
Liturgy of the Second Temple in Jerusalem, trans. J. Edward Crowley, JSOTSS 118 (Sheffield:
JSOT, 1991), 27.

= Philip R. Davies, Scribes and Schools: The Canonization of the Hebrew Scriptures (London:
SPCK, 1998), 131.

" H.GM. Williamson, Israel in the Books of Chronicles (Cambridge: CUP, 1977), 47, 54-55.
» Gillingham, "The Levitical Singers and the Editing of the Hebrew Psalter," 103—4.
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2 Gillingham, "The Levitical Singers and the Editing of the Hebrew Psalter," 108. {1 A] 2%
Erhard S. Gerstenberger, Israel in the Persian Period : The Fifth and Fourth Centuries B.C.E. , trans.
Siegfried S. Schatzmann, SBLBE 8 (Atlanta: SBL, 2011), 218-19; Mark S. Smith, "The Levitical
Compilation of the Psalter," ZAW 103 (1991): 259.

*” Gillingham, "The Levitical Singers and the Editing of the Hebrew Psalter," 109-10.
* Gillingham, "The Levitical Singers and the Editing of the Hebrew Psalter," 110-14.
» Gillingham, "The Levitical Singers and the Editing of the Hebrew Psalter," 114-16.

30 Smith, "The Levitical Compilation of the Psalter," 116-20; S.E. Gillingham, "New Wine
and Old Wineskins: Three Approaches to Prophecy and Psalmody," in Prophecy and the Prophets
in Ancient Israel: Proceedings of the Oxtford Old Testament Seminar, ed. John Day (London: T&T

Clark, 2010), 370-90.

o TEHREIEEIYSEF © Nancy L. DeClaissé-Walford, Reading from the Beginning: The

Shaping of the Hebrew Psalter (Macon, Ga: Mercer University Press, 1997), 28 ; Gunther Wanke,
"Prophecy and Psalms in the Persian Period," in The Cambridge History of Judaism, ed. W. D.
Davies and Louis Finkelstein, vol. 1 (Cambridge: CUP, 1984), 32 ; Davies, Scribes and Schools, 131.
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? Joachim Schaper, "Hebrew and Its Study in the Persian Period," in Hebrew Study from
Ezra to Ben-Yehuda, ed. William Horbury (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1999), 19-22.
} Paul J. Griffiths, "Reading as A Spiritual Discipline," in Scope of Our Art: The Vocation

of the Theological Teacher, ed. L. Gregory Jones and Stephanie Paulsell (Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Eerdmans, 2002), 32-47.
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* Griffiths, "Reading as A Spiritual Discipline," 36-40.

% Griffiths, "Reading as A Spiritual Discipline," 40-43.

% Griffiths, "Reading as A Spiritual Discipline," 43-46.

37 Gordon J. Wenham, Psalms as Torah: Reading Biblical Song Ethically, Studies in
Theological Interpretation (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2012).

38 Wenham, Psalms as Torah, 77-96.
3 Wenham, Psalms as Torah, 97-118.
40 Wenham, Psalms as Torah, 119-38.
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4 ‘Wenham, Psalms as Torah, 41-52.
42 ‘Wenham, Psalms as Torah, 86-88.
B wma ) TDOT, 11:258-60.
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" FAIAIE JTTH » AJZJerome F.D. Creach, Yahweh as Refuge and the Editing of the Hebrew
Psalter, JSOTSS 217 (Sheffield: JSOT, 1996), 69-73, 79-80.

4 ‘Wenham, Psalms as Torah, 78-79.
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ABSTRACT

The book of Psalms as a "small Torah" has its redactional orientation.
This orientation directs readers to enter into a meditation of Torah that brings a
transformation of life. This paper aims to introduce Sumero-Akkadian scribal education,
exploring how this training influences the religious belief of the training scribes. Then
I explore how we can understand the editor of the Psalter (i.e. Levitical singers) within
this Mesopotamian scribal context. This paper contends that "Torah meditation" should
be one of the prime concerns in the editing of the Psalter, and uses Psalm 1, 19, 119 to
illustrate the point.





