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ABSTRACT

Religions do not exist in an empty society. They are kinds of beliefs as well as
values of people. Conflicts among different religious values are inevitable. They can be
inter-religions or intra-religions. Christianity is of no exception. It had its background
when it first emerged in the first century, the Greco-Roman world and its immediate
context of Judaism. One of the most prominent issues within early Christianity was the
tension between Jewish and Gentile Christians.

This paper articulates Matthew's interpretation of Jewish Law, in particular the
Sermon on the Mount, against its Jewish-Gentile background. It is found that there is a
Jewish tendency of understanding the Jewish Law at the beginning of the Sermon on the
Mount, at the same time, a Gentile tendency of understanding the Jewish Law at its
ending. This allows both Jewish and Gentile Christians understand the Law in their own
ways according to their values and background. Matthew's interpretation of the Law is
seen as a model of dealing with intra-religious tension or conflicts.



