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ABSTRACT

The authors contend that Wu Zongwen's assessment of Xu Songshi that he was a
biblical fundamentalist is only valid for Xu in his later years. Wu's assessment is
inadequate to describe the Xu in 1930s and 1940s, whence he held both conservative
and open views toward religious dialogue. Through the illustration of three of his early
works, the article demonstrates Xu's critical and open-minded spirit. By studying Xu's
biblical interpretation, the article demonstrates Buddhistized Christianity and
Confucianized Christianity, it exhibits his inclusivism in religious dialogue. The purpose
of the article is not to criticize Xu for his "conservative" or "open" position, but to
demonstrate with his case that a faithful theologian and pastor does not always have a
"conservative" or "open" bias when working on indigenized theology, but takes a stance
that is somewhere in-between.



