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and R. Paul Stevens (Downers Grove: InterVersity Press, 1997), 115.
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When the public thinks of churches, the image that comes to mind is a mega-church or

a high-steeple urban church. The reality, however, is that half of the congregations in the United
States have fewer than 100 regularly participating adults and just over half are located in small town
and rural settings. Indeed, a full quarter of congregations has fewer than 50 regularly participating
adults, while less than 10 percent have more than 1.000." 2% "A Report on Religion in the United
States, Executive Summary," T H <http:/fact.hartsem.edu/executive_summary.htm>( 2003
F6H26H) ° 532 Lyle Schaller, The Seven Day a Week Church (Nashville, TN: Abingdon
Press, 1992), 47; Keith Russell, In Search of the Church (New York: The Alban Institute, 1994),
1; John Mark Terry, "The Small Church Overseas," Review and Expositor 93 (Summer 1996): 383-
92: Mclntosh, One Size Doesn't Fit All, 17.
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2 Glenn C. Daman, "Six Trends Affecting the Small Church," Mikros 3:6 (Nov.-Dec.,
1997) - 5% Wayne Jacobsen, "The Numbers Game: A Threat to Churches Large and Small,"
Leadership Journal 4 (Winter 1983): 49-53 HH - BESL - K (Kent and Barbara Hughes)
FEMAEIZENE Liberating Ministry from the Success Syndrome (Wheaton: Tyndale House
Publishers, 1987)%%|H-HBERITHHCEAIFIE ¢ (1) Success is faithfulness in obedience; (2)
Success is serving God through preaching, administrating, and counseling; (3) Success is loving
God; (4) Success is believing in God what God will do; (5) Success is prayer; (6) Success is holiness
in ones moral life; and (7) Success is maintaining a positive and encouraging attitude.
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Ron Klassen and John Koesler, No Small Place (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1996), 86.
46 pra . &

MERLZR @ (EAAMUHEZE) » H 46~ 48
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49 Stephen A. Macchia, Becoming a Healthy Church: 10 Characteristics (Grand Rapids:
Baker, 1999), 23.
. REEHRSIHIHEIETE (God's empowering presence)
2. BB =—HifRYEFE (God-exalting worship)
3. (R B EEIFHR (spiritual disciplines)
4. TS ISP 2B R (learning and growing in community)
5. ZE I FIRHEAIRE R (a commitment to loving and caring relationship)
6. ZER3% A (servant-leadership development)
7. B SMERITEE LIE (an outward focus)
8. B ZIITHCE BRI ZE (EHIE (wise administration and accountability)
9. BB 58 L FEIRY A AEHSE (networking with the body of Christ)
10. EOVEHERIZE L TERR (stewardship and generosity)
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=0 Donald J. MacNair and Esther L. Meek, The Practices of a Healthy Church (Phillipsburg:
P and R Publishing Co., 1999), 10-11.

1. The church must retain its commitment to the Holy Scriptures without compromise.

2. The church must engage in regular, vibrant worship to God as the ultimate motivation for
personal and corporate growth.

3. The church must continually train and implement shepherd leadership.

4. The church must have a mechanism for utilizing gifted member initiative with ordained
elder accountability.

5. The church must have a continually modified vision and plan, unique to that church body
at that time and in that community, which focuses and implements its purpose and mission.

6. The church must prayerfully seek the grace of God to build commitment to biblical health.

! B FMNZE Your Church Can Grow: Seven Vital Signs of a Healthy Church (Nashville:
Abingdon Press, 1979) 1 » 12 EIREHEM-CIERIE (H 159):

1. A pastor who is a possibility thinker and whose dynamic leadership has been used to
catalyze the entire church into action for growth..

2. A well-mobilized laity which has discovered, has developed and is using all the spiritual
gifts for growth.

3. A church big enough to provide the range of services that meet the needs and expectations
of its members.

4. The proper balance of the dynamic relationship between celebration, congregation and cell.

5. A membership drawn primarily from one homogeneous unit.

6. Evangelistic methods that have been proved to make disciples.

7. Priorities arranged in biblical order.
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52
Glenn C. Daman, "Types of small church," Mikros 2:1 (Jan.-Feb. 1996); Bob 1. Johnson,
"The Nature and Characteristics of the Small Membership Church," Review and Expositor 93
(Summer 1996): 369-74.
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7 Arlin J Rothauge, Sizing Up a Congregation for New Member Ministry (New York:
Seabury Press, 1983) ° tHEHAFREERI A2 © Beth Ann Gaeda, Size Transitions in Congregations
(Bethesda: The Alban Institute, 2001); Alice Mann, Raising the Roof: The Pastoral-to-Program
Size Transition (Bethesda: The Alban Institute, 2001); The In-Between Church: Navigating Size
Transitions in Congregations (Bethesda: The Alban Institute, 1998);
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